
Bilbo's Last Song: A Detailed Analysis of
Tolkien's Farewell to the Shire
In J.R.R. Tolkien's literary masterpiece, The Lord of the Rings, the of Bilbo
Baggins' journey is marked by a poignant farewell song, sung at the edge
of the Shire as he prepares to leave Middle-earth for the Undying Lands.
This song, known as "Bilbo's Last Song," is a profound and moving
expression of the hobbit's love for his home, his companions, and his life's
adventures.
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An Ode to the Shire

The song opens with a vivid depiction of Bilbo's beloved Shire, a peaceful
and idyllic realm that has been his sanctuary throughout his life. Tolkien's
description of the Shire, with its rolling hills, babbling brooks, and charming
hobbit-holes, evokes a sense of warmth and nostalgia.
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“The Road goes ever on and on Down from the door where it
began. Now far ahead the Road has gone, And I must follow, if
I can, Pursuing it with weary feet, Until it joins some larger
way, Where many paths and errands meet. And whither then? I
cannot say.”

As Bilbo sings of the Shire's familiar sights and sounds, he reflects on the
memories he has made there. He recalls the laughter of his friends, the
warmth of his hearth, and the simple joys of hobbit life. The song becomes
a testament to the power of home and the bittersweet emotions associated
with leaving it behind.

A Farewell to Companions

Bilbo's song also serves as a farewell to his companions, the fellow hobbits
who have shared his adventures. He sings of Frodo, Sam, Merry, and
Pippin, acknowledging the bonds they have forged in the face of danger
and hardship.

“I sit beside the fire and think Of all that I have seen, Of
meadow-flowers and mountains tall Under the swift stars
sheen. I climbed the hills and rode the waves, Beyond the
furthest shores. I carried burdened years of days, Under the
flowing moon.”

Bilbo's words are filled with gratitude and affection for his fellow hobbits. He
recognizes the role they have played in shaping his life and expresses his
hope that they will continue to find joy and adventure in the Shire.



Embracing the Unknown

While Bilbo's song is primarily a farewell, it also contains a hint of
anticipation and excitement. As he prepares to leave the Shire, he
acknowledges the uncertainty that lies ahead but expresses a willingness
to embrace it.

“Now listen, who will hear me sing If I should come again? For
the road goes ever on and on Down from the door where it
began. Now far ahead the Road has gone, And I must follow, if
I can, Pursuing it with weary feet, Until it joins some larger
way, Where many paths and errands meet. And whither then? I
cannot say.”

Bilbo's song reflects the hobbit's inherent curiosity and love of exploration.
Despite his age and the challenges he has faced, he remains open to new
experiences and the possibility of further adventures.

A Timeless Classic

Bilbo's Last Song has become one of the most iconic and beloved pieces
of literature in the fantasy genre. It is a song that resonates with readers of
all ages, capturing the themes of home, friendship, and the bittersweet
beauty of life's journey. Tolkien's masterful use of language and imagery
creates a vivid and evocative tapestry that transports readers to the heart
of Middle-earth and allows them to experience Bilbo's farewell through his
own words.



Bilbo's Last Song is a fitting to the epic tale of The Lord of the Rings. It is a
song that captures the essence of Tolkien's world and the characters he
created. Bilbo's journey, with all its trials and triumphs, is a reminder of the
power of friendship and the importance of embracing the unknown.
Through this song, Tolkien leaves readers with a sense of hope and
wonder, inspiring them to continue their own journeys, wherever they may
lead.
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Musorgsky and His Circle: A Russian Musical
Revolution
Modest Mussorgsky was a Russian composer who played a pivotal role
in the development of Russian classical music. He was a member of the
"Mighty Handful," a group of...
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