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Common Core is a set of educational standards that have been adopted by
most states in the United States. These standards are designed to ensure
that all students are prepared for college and careers. However, Common
Core has been the subject of much debate, with critics arguing that it is too
rigorous and that it stifles creativity.
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In this article, Nicholas Tampio takes a critical look at Common Core,
examining its strengths and weaknesses. Tampio argues that while
Common Core has some positive aspects, it also has a number of flaws
that need to be addressed.

Strengths of Common Core

Common Core has a number of strengths, including:
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Rigor: Common Core standards are more rigorous than previous
standards, which means that students are expected to learn more and
at a higher level.

College and career readiness: Common Core standards are aligned
with the skills and knowledge that students need to succeed in college
and careers.

Equity: Common Core standards are designed to ensure that all
students have access to the same high-quality education, regardless
of their background.

Weaknesses of Common Core

Common Core also has a number of weaknesses, including:

Lack of flexibility: Common Core standards are very specific, which
means that teachers have little flexibility in how they teach. This can
make it difficult for teachers to meet the needs of their students.

Emphasis on testing: Common Core has led to an increase in
standardized testing. This can put pressure on students and teachers,
and it can lead to a narrowing of the curriculum.

Stifling of creativity: Common Core standards can stifle creativity by
focusing too much on rote memorization and test-taking skills.

Common Core is a complex and controversial issue. There are both
strengths and weaknesses to the standards, and it is important to weigh the
pros and cons carefully before making a decision about whether or not to
support them. Tampio argues that while Common Core has some positive
aspects, it also has a number of flaws that need to be addressed.



Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to support Common Core is a
complex one that should be made on a case-by-case basis.
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