
Mastery of Music Theory: Diatonic
Harmonization
Diatonic harmonization is a cornerstone of music theory and a fundamental
skill for musicians of all levels. It involves the construction of chords and
harmonies within a given key, providing the harmonic foundation for
melodies and musical compositions. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive guide to mastering diatonic harmonization, encompassing
the principles of chord construction, harmonic progressions, and their
application in various musical contexts.

Mastery of Music Theory, Book 2: Diatonic
Harmonization by Jim Hickey

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 17305 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 192 pages
Lending : Enabled

Principles of Chord Construction

Chords are the building blocks of diatonic harmonization. They consist of
three or more notes played simultaneously, providing a harmonic
framework for melodies. The most common chords in Western music are
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triads, which consist of a root, a third, and a fifth. Seventh chords, which
include a seventh note, are also frequently used.

The construction of diatonic chords follows specific rules based on the key
signature. The root of a chord is typically the first, third, or fifth note of the
scale. The third can be major or minor, determining the quality of the chord
(major or minor),and the fifth is usually perfect. Seventh chords can be
dominant, major, minor, or half-diminished, depending on the intervals
between the notes.

Harmonic Progressions

Harmonic progressions are sequences of chords that create a sense of
movement and direction in music. The choice of chord progressions
depends on the desired mood, style, and harmonic context. Common chord
progressions include:

- I-IV-V-I (perfect cadence) - I-vi-IV-V (plagal cadence) - I-V-vi-iii-IV-I-IV-V
(authentic cadence) - I-vi-ii-V (Andalusian cadence)

These progressions can be varied and expanded in various ways to create
different harmonic effects.

Inversions and Cadences

Inversions are alternative forms of chords where the notes are rearranged.
The root of the chord does not always have to be in the bass, and inverting
chords can create different harmonic textures and voice leading.

Cadences are harmonic progressions that create a sense of resolution or
closure. They typically involve a dominant chord resolving to a tonic chord,



such as the perfect cadence (I-IV-V-I). Cadences play a crucial role in
shaping the form and structure of musical pieces.

Modulation

Modulation is the process of changing key during a musical composition. It
introduces harmonic variety and creates a sense of contrast or
development. Modulation can be achieved through various techniques,
such as direct modulation, parallel modulation, or chromatic modulation.

Application in Musical Contexts

Diatonic harmonization finds application in various musical contexts,
including:

- Melody accompaniment: Providing harmonic support for melodies in vocal
or instrumental compositions. - Chordal accompaniment: Harmonizing
melodies using chords played on instruments such as guitar, piano, or
organ. - Composition: Creating original musical pieces with diatonic
harmonies as the foundation. - Arranging: Adapting existing music for
different instruments or ensembles, incorporating diatonic harmonization. -
Improvisation: Generating spontaneous harmonic ideas based on diatonic
principles.

Mastery of diatonic harmonization is essential for musicians seeking to
enhance their musical understanding, creativity, and improvisational skills.
By understanding the principles of chord construction, harmonic
progressions, and their application in various musical contexts, musicians
can develop a solid foundation for creating and performing music with
depth and expressiveness.
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