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Synopsis

In the bustling metropolis of Ankh-Morpork, the Industrial Revolution has
arrived with a bang. Moist von Lipwig, the city's charming con man turned
Postmaster General, finds himself at the helm of a daring venture:
introducing steam-powered railways to the Discworld.
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However, Moist's ambitious project faces numerous obstacles. Lord
Vetinari, the enigmatic ruler of Ankh-Morpork, has his own agenda, while
the dwarves of Uberwald, who possess the secret of steam engines, are far
from eager to share their knowledge.

As Moist navigates a web of conspiracies and setbacks, he must use his
cunning and wits to overcome the challenges posed by technological
progress. Along the way, he encounters a colorful cast of characters,
including the intrepid engineer Ada Lovelace, the enigmatic assassin
Ponder Stibbons, and the ever-reliable Mr. Nutt.
Themes and Analysis

Raising Steam delves into a myriad of themes, mirroring the complex
issues of the Victorian Era:

The Impact of Technology: The novel explores the transformative
power of steam-powered railways, highlighting their potential for both
progress and destruction.

Industrialization and Social Change: Pratchett examines the effects
of industrialization on society, exploring themes of displacement,
poverty, and the widening gap between the rich and the poor.

Individualism and Progress: Through the character of Moist von
Lipwig, the novel explores the role of individuals in shaping the course
of history and the challenges of balancing personal ambition with the
common good.

The Limits of Control: Lord Vetinari's intricate scheming and Moist's
ambitious plans ultimately clash with the unpredictable nature of
technological innovation, highlighting the limitations of human control
in an ever-changing world.



Characters

Raising Steam features a vibrant cast of characters that bring the Discworld
to life:

Moist von Lipwig: The charismatic and resourceful con man who
becomes the driving force behind the steam railway project.

Lord Vetinari: The enigmatic and ruthless ruler of Ankh-Morpork, who
manipulates events from the shadows, always seeking to maintain
control.

Ada Lovelace: A brilliant engineer who plays a pivotal role in the
development of steam engines, inspiring the creation of the first
computer.

Ponder Stibbons: A highly intelligent and resourceful wizard who
serves as Lord Vetinari's loyal lieutenant, often tasked with secretive
missions.

Mr. Nutt: Moist's loyal and enigmatic assistant, whose true nature
remains a mystery.

Legacy and Impact

Raising Steam was the 40th novel in Terry Pratchett's beloved Discworld
series, published in 2013. It was met with critical acclaim and became a
bestseller worldwide.

The novel's exploration of the themes of industrialization, technological
progress, and the limits of control resonated deeply with readers,
cementing its place as a significant and enduring work of fantasy literature.



Raising Steam continues to be enjoyed by fans of the Discworld series and
is a testament to Terry Pratchett's unparalleled wit, wisdom, and ability to
craft unforgettable stories.

Written by Terry Pratchett, Raising Steam is a captivating and thought-
provoking novel that blends fantasy, humor, and social commentary. It's a
must-read for fans of the Discworld series and anyone interested in
exploring the transformative power and complexities of the Industrial
Revolution.
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