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Sarah Pick was born on December 14, 1843, in Cincinnati, Ohio. Her
parents, German immigrants, raised her in a devout Catholic home. From a
young age, Sarah displayed a passion for learning and a deep desire to
help others.

After completing her primary education, Sarah entered St. Joseph's
Ursuline Academy in 1857. The Ursuline nuns were known for their
dedication to educating young women, and Sarah thrived in this
environment. She proved to be an exceptional student, excelling in both her
studies and her spiritual formation.

Religious Vocation

In 1863, Sarah felt called to religious life. She entered the Ursuline Order
and took the name Sister Mary Ursula. As a novice, she embraced the
values of simplicity, humility, and charity. She also continued her studies,
earning a teaching certificate in 1865.

Educational Pioneer

Sister Sarah's first teaching assignment was at St. Joseph's Ursuline
Academy, where she taught elementary grades. However, her true calling
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lay in secondary education. In 1872, she became the principal of Ursuline
Academy in St. Martin, Ohio.

Under Sister Sarah's leadership, Ursuline Academy flourished. She
introduced innovative teaching methods, expanded the curriculum, and
attracted a talented faculty. She was particularly passionate about providing
equal educational opportunities for young women, regardless of their
financial circumstances.

In 1887, Sister Sarah became the first woman in Ohio to receive a
secondary school teaching certificate. This groundbreaking achievement
opened the door for other women to pursue careers in education.

Social Justice Advocate

Beyond her work in education, Sister Sarah was also a tireless advocate
for social justice. She was particularly concerned about the plight of the
poor and marginalized. She established a soup kitchen in Cincinnati to feed
the hungry and provided financial assistance to families in need.

Sister Sarah also spoke out against racial discrimination and injustice. She
supported the abolition of slavery and worked to improve the lives of
African Americans.

Later Years and Legacy

In her later years, Sister Sarah continued to serve the Ursuline Order and
the Cincinnati community. She retired from teaching in 1915 but remained
active in various ministries. She passed away peacefully on March 1, 1926,
at the age of 82.



Sister Sarah Pick's legacy lives on through the countless students she
taught and inspired. Her commitment to education and social justice paved
the way for future generations of women to make their mark on the world.

Today, St. Joseph's Ursuline Academy continues to honor Sister Sarah's
memory. The school has established a scholarship fund in her name and
named a building after her. Sister Sarah Pick's example of service and
dedication continues to inspire students and faculty alike.

Sister Sarah Pick was an extraordinary woman who dedicated her life to
education and social justice. Through her pioneering work in education and
her unwavering commitment to helping others, she made a lasting impact
on the Cincinnati community and beyond. Her legacy serves as a reminder
of the power of one person to make a difference in the world.
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