
Sister Sarah Pick: A Trailblazing Educator and
Champion for Women's Rights
Early Life and Education

Sister Sarah Pick, born in St. Charles, Missouri, on March 29, 1860, was a
pioneer in the fields of education and social reform. Growing up in a devout
Catholic family, she exhibited an early passion for learning and a desire to
make a difference in the world.

Pick attended St. Joseph's Academy in St. Louis, graduating with honors at
the age of 16. Determined to pursue higher education, she entered the
Ursuline Academy in Louisville, Kentucky, where she earned a bachelor's
degree in 1879.
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Inspired by the transformative power of education, Pick embarked on a
teaching career that would span over five decades. In 1880, she joined the
Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph and was assigned to teach at St.
Patrick's School in St. Louis.

As an educator, Pick possessed an unwavering commitment to academic
excellence. She believed that all students, regardless of gender or social
background, deserved the opportunity to reach their full potential. Her
innovative teaching methods and dedication to her students earned her
widespread respect and admiration.

Women's Rights Activism

Beyond her teaching responsibilities, Pick became an ardent advocate for
women's rights. In the 1890s, she joined the National American Woman
Suffrage Association (NAWSA) and became a vocal supporter of the
movement for women's suffrage.

Pick utilized her platform as an educator and community leader to promote
the cause of women's equality. She gave speeches, wrote articles, and
organized rallies to raise awareness about the need for women to have the
right to vote.

Founding of Ursuline College

In 1909, Pick founded Ursuline College in Louisville, Kentucky. The college
was one of the first Catholic institutions of higher education for women in
the United States. As its first president, Pick dedicated herself to providing
women with access to a rigorous and transformative education.



Under Pick's leadership, Ursuline College quickly gained a reputation for
academic excellence and social responsibility. It became a hub for
intellectual and cultural exchange, empowering women to become leaders
in their communities and professions.

National Recognition

Pick's contributions to education and women's rights earned her national
recognition. In 1930, she received the Laetare Medal, the highest honor
bestowed by the University of Notre Dame on Catholic lay persons.

In 1940, President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed Pick to the National
Advisory Committee on Education. As a member of the committee, she
played a vital role in shaping educational policy during World War II.

Legacy

Sister Sarah Pick's legacy continues to inspire generations of educators
and activists. Her pioneering spirit, her unwavering commitment to
women's rights, and her dedication to academic excellence transformed the
lives of countless individuals.

Today, Ursuline College stands as a testament to Pick's vision and
unwavering belief in the transformative power of education. Her legacy
lives on through the countless women who have benefited from the
opportunities she created and the values she instilled in them.

Additional Information

Sister Sarah Pick was the first woman to receive an honorary
doctorate from the University of Louisville.



The Sarah Pick Community Center in Louisville, Kentucky, was named
in her honor.

Pick's writings and speeches on education and women's rights
continue to be studied by historians and scholars.

Sister Sarah Pick was a remarkable woman who left an enduring mark on
education and social reform. Her groundbreaking work as a teacher,
women's rights activist, and college founder continues to inspire and
empower women to this day. As we celebrate her legacy, we are reminded
of the transformative power of a single individual's vision and unwavering
determination.
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