
Stories of Death and Survival Aboard the
Morro Castle
The Morro Castle Disaster

On September 8, 1934, the ocean liner Morro Castle caught fire and sank
off the coast of New Jersey, killing over 130 people. The ship was on a
voyage from Havana, Cuba, to New York City when the fire broke out in the
engine room. The flames quickly spread throughout the ship, and within
hours, the Morro Castle was ablaze.
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Passengers and crew members scrambled to escape the inferno. Some
jumped into the ocean, while others tried to climb down ropes or ladders.
The ship's lifeboats were quickly overwhelmed, and many people were
forced to swim for their lives.
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The Morro Castle sank in less than an hour. Over 130 people died in the
disaster, including 90 passengers and 43 crew members. The victims
included people from all walks of life, including families with young children,
elderly people, and newlyweds.

The Morro Castle disaster was one of the worst maritime disasters in
American history. It led to new safety regulations for passenger ships, and
it also helped to raise awareness of the importance of fire safety.

Stories of Survival

Despite the tragedy, there were also stories of survival from the Morro
Castle disaster. Some people were able to escape the burning ship by
jumping into the ocean and swimming ashore. Others were rescued by
lifeboats or by other ships that came to their aid.

One of the most remarkable stories of survival is that of a young woman
named Sally Rosenfeld. Rosenfeld was just 18 years old when she was
traveling on the Morro Castle with her family. When the fire broke out,
Rosenfeld and her family were trapped in their cabin. They eventually
managed to escape by climbing out a window and down a rope ladder.
Rosenfeld and her family were among the lucky ones who survived the
disaster.

Another survivor of the Morro Castle disaster was a man named John
Anderson. Anderson was a member of the ship's crew, and he helped to
rescue passengers and crew members before the ship sank. Anderson was
eventually rescued by a lifeboat, and he survived the disaster with only
minor injuries.



The stories of survivors like Sally Rosenfeld and John Anderson are a
reminder that even in the face of tragedy, hope and courage can prevail.

Stories of Loss

The Morro Castle disaster also left behind many stories of loss. Families
lost loved ones, and friends lost friends. The disaster had a profound
impact on the lives of everyone who was affected by it.

One of the most tragic stories of loss from the Morro Castle disaster is that
of the Henry family. The Henrys were a family of five from New York City.
They were traveling on the Morro Castle to Havana to visit relatives. When
the fire broke out, the Henrys were trapped in their cabin. They were
unable to escape, and they all died in the fire.

Another family that was devastated by the Morro Castle disaster was the
Cohen family. The Cohens were a family of six from Newark, New Jersey.
They were traveling on the Morro Castle to New York City to start a new
life. When the fire broke out, the Cohens were separated. Some of them
were able to escape, but others were not. Five members of the Cohen
family died in the disaster, including the parents and three of the children.

The stories of loss from the Morro Castle disaster are a reminder that
tragedy can strike anyone, at any time. The disaster also highlights the
importance of cherishing our loved ones and living each day to the fullest.

The Legacy of the Morro Castle

The Morro Castle disaster was a tragedy, but it also led to positive change.
The disaster led to new safety regulations for passenger ships, and it also
helped to raise awareness of the importance of fire safety.



The Morro Castle disaster is also a reminder of the importance of
remembering the past. The stories of the survivors and the victims of the
disaster can help us to learn from the past and to prevent future tragedies.

The Morro Castle disaster is a part of American history, and it is a story that
should never be forgotten.
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