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The trombone is a versatile and expressive instrument that has played a
vital role in Latin music for centuries. From the early days of salsa and jazz
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to modern-day Latin fusion, the trombone has been a staple in the hands of
countless renowned musicians.

One of the most influential Latin trombonists of all time is Rob Mackillop.
With a career spanning over four decades, Mackillop has performed and
recorded with some of the biggest names in Latin music, including Tito
Puente, Eddie Palmieri, and Dizzy Gillespie. He is also a respected
educator and has taught at the Berklee College of Music and the New
England Conservatory of Music.

In this article, we will explore the history and tradition of the Latin trombone
with Rob Mackillop as our guide. We will discuss the unique characteristics
of the Latin trombone, its role in different Latin music styles, and the
techniques that trombonists use to create their signature sound.

The History of the Latin Trombone

The trombone is a brass instrument that has been around for over 500
years. It is believed to have originated in the Middle Ages, and it quickly
became a popular instrument in both Europe and the Americas.

The Latin trombone emerged in the early 1900s as a result of the fusion of
African and European musical traditions in the Caribbean. Trombonists
began to experiment with new ways of playing the instrument, incorporating
elements of jazz, salsa, and other Latin music styles.

One of the most important early Latin trombonists was Juan Tizol. Tizol was
a Cuban-born trombonist who played with the Duke Ellington Orchestra in
the 1930s and 1940s. He is credited with helping to develop the Latin



trombone sound that would later become standard in salsa and other Latin
music styles.

In the 1950s and 1960s, the Latin trombone became an essential part of
the salsa sound. Trombonists like Willie Colón and Barry Rogers played a
major role in shaping the sound of salsa, and their playing continues to
influence trombonists today.

The Latin trombone has also been a major influence in jazz. Trombonists
like J.J. Johnson and Slide Hampton have incorporated elements of Latin
music into their playing, and they have helped to create a new genre of jazz
that is known as Latin jazz.

The Unique Characteristics of the Latin Trombone

The Latin trombone is a unique instrument with its own distinctive sound. It
is typically played with a bright, open sound, and trombonists often use a
variety of techniques to create a wide range of expressive sounds.

One of the most characteristic features of the Latin trombone is its use of
the slide. Trombonists use the slide to create a variety of pitches, and they
often slide between notes in a smooth and fluid manner. This technique is
known as glissandi, and it is a common feature of Latin trombone playing.

Latin trombonists also use a variety of other techniques to create their
signature sound. These techniques include:

Embouchure: The embouchure is the way that the trombonist's lips
are positioned on the mouthpiece. Trombonists use different



embouchures to create different sounds, and the Latin trombone
sound is often characterized by a bright and open embouchure.

Articulation: Articulation is the way that the trombonist attacks and
releases notes. Trombonists use different articulations to create
different effects, and the Latin trombone sound is often characterized
by a clear and precise articulation.

Vibrato: Vibrato is a technique that involves adding a slight vibrato to
the sound of the trombone. Trombonists use vibrato to create a more
expressive and emotional sound, and it is a common feature of Latin
trombone playing.

The Role of the Latin Trombone in Different Latin Music Styles

The Latin trombone is a versatile instrument that is used in a variety of
Latin music styles. Some of the most common styles of Latin music that
feature the trombone include:

Salsa: Salsa is a fast-paced, dance-oriented genre of Latin music that
originated in Cuba in the 1950s. The trombone is a key instrument in
salsa, and it is often used to play the melody or to provide a rhythmic
foundation.

Jazz: Jazz is a diverse genre of music that originated in the United
States in the early 20th century. The trombone is a common instrument
in jazz, and it is often used to play solos or to provide a rhythmic
foundation.

Latin jazz: Latin jazz is a fusion of jazz and Latin music. The trombone
is a common instrument in Latin jazz, and it is often used to create a
bridge between the two genres.



Bolero: Bolero is a slow, romantic genre of Latin music that originated
in Cuba in the 19th century. The trombone is a common instrument in
bolero, and it is often used to play the melody or to create a romantic
atmosphere.

Merengue: Merengue is a fast-paced, dance-oriented genre of Latin
music that originated in the Dominican Republic in the 19th century.
The trombone is a common instrument in merengue, and it is often
used to play the melody or to provide a rhythmic foundation.

The Techniques of Latin Trombone Playing

Latin trombone playing is a unique and expressive art form that requires a
high level of skill and technique. Some of the most important techniques
that Latin trombone players use include:

Glissandi: Glissandi are a technique that involves sliding between
notes in a smooth and fluid manner. Glissandi are a common feature of
Latin trombone playing, and they can be used to create a variety of
expressive effects.

Trills: Trills are a technique that involves rapidly
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