
The Soldier of Napoleon's Imperial Guard:
From the Italian Campaign to Waterloo

Captain Coignet: A Soldier of Napoleon's Imperial
Guard from the Italian Campaign to Waterloo
by Jean-Roch Coignet

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1746 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 243 pages

The soldiers of Napoleon's Imperial Guard were among the most elite
troops in the world. They fought in some of the most famous battles of the
Napoleonic Wars, including the Battle of Austerlitz, the Battle of Borodino,
and the Battle of Waterloo.

This article tells the story of one such soldier, from his early days in the
army to his final battle at Waterloo.

Early Life and Military Career

Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau was born in 1780 in the village of
Charbonnières, France. He was the son of a farmer and grew up in a poor
family. At the age of 18, he joined the French army and was assigned to the
4th Regiment of the Line.
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Charbonneau served in the army for several years and fought in a number
of battles, including the Battle of Hohenlinden in 1800. In 1804, he was
transferred to the Imperial Guard, an elite unit of the French army. The
Imperial Guard was responsible for protecting Napoleon and his family, and
it was considered a great honor to serve in the unit.

The Italian Campaign

In 1805, Napoleon launched his Italian Campaign. Charbonneau and the
Imperial Guard were part of the Grande Armée, the massive French army
that invaded Italy. The Grande Armée defeated the Austrian army in a
series of battles, including the Battle of Austerlitz in 1805.

Charbonneau fought bravely in the Italian Campaign and was promoted to
the rank of sergeant. He was also awarded the Legion of Honor, one of the
highest military honors in France.

The Peninsular War

After the Italian Campaign, Charbonneau and the Imperial Guard were sent
to Spain to fight in the Peninsular War. The Peninsular War was a long and
bloody conflict between France and Spain, and it lasted from 1808 to 1814.

Charbonneau fought in a number of battles in the Peninsular War, including
the Battle of Talavera in 1809 and the Battle of Salamanca in 1812. He was
wounded several times during the war, but he always returned to duty.

The Russian Campaign

In 1812, Napoleon launched his invasion of Russia. Charbonneau and the
Imperial Guard were part of the Grande Armée that invaded Russia. The



Grande Armée was defeated in the Battle of Borodino in 1812, and it was
forced to retreat from Russia in the winter of 1812-1813.

Charbonneau survived the retreat from Russia, but he was badly wounded.
He was invalided out of the army and returned to France.

The Hundred Days and the Battle of Waterloo

In 1815, Napoleon returned to France from exile and regained power.
Charbonneau, although he was still recovering from his wounds, rejoined
the Imperial Guard. He fought in the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, which was
the final battle of the Napoleonic Wars.

Charbonneau was killed in the Battle of Waterloo. He was 35 years old.

Legacy

Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau was a brave and loyal soldier who served in
some of the most famous battles of the Napoleonic Wars. He was a
member of the elite Imperial Guard and was awarded the Legion of Honor.
He was killed in the Battle of Waterloo, but his legacy lives on.

The story of Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau is a reminder of the sacrifices that
soldiers make for their country. He was a brave and loyal soldier who
fought in some of the most famous battles of the Napoleonic Wars. He was
killed in the Battle of Waterloo, but his legacy lives on.
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