
The Sonic Ecologies of Black Music in the
Early 21st Century: Goldsmiths Press
Black music has always been political. From the spirituals of enslaved
Africans to the blues of sharecroppers to the soul of the Civil Rights
Movement, Black music has provided a soundtrack to the struggle for
freedom and equality. In the early 21st century, Black musicians continue to
use sound to challenge and reimagine the boundaries of race, gender, and
class.
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One of the most striking features of Black music in the early 21st century is
its diversity. Black musicians are drawing on a wide range of musical
traditions, from hip-hop to R&B to electronic dance music (EDM),to create
new and innovative sounds. This diversity reflects the growing diversity of
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the African Diaspora, as well as the increasing interconnectedness of the
global music scene.

One of the most important ways that Black musicians are using sound to
challenge the status quo is by creating new sonic worlds. These worlds are
often characterized by their use of experimental sounds, non-traditional
instruments, and unconventional rhythms. By creating these new sonic
worlds, Black musicians are challenging the dominant musical aesthetics of
Western popular music and opening up new possibilities for musical
expression.

For example, the hip-hop group Death Grips is known for their abrasive and
experimental sound, which incorporates elements of industrial, noise, and
punk rock. Their music has been praised for its originality and its
willingness to push the boundaries of hip-hop. Similarly, the R&B singer
Kelela has been lauded for her innovative use of electronic sounds and her
exploration of themes of sexuality and gender. Her music has been
described as "a sonic wonderland" that is both sensual and subversive.

In addition to creating new sonic worlds, Black musicians are also using
sound to address social and political issues. For example, the rapper
Kendrick Lamar has used his music to speak out against police brutality
and racial injustice. His album To Pimp a Butterfly was widely praised for its
powerful lyrics and its exploration of the complexities of Black identity in
America. Similarly, the singer Solange Knowles has used her music to
address issues of feminism and black empowerment. Her album A Seat at
the Table was hailed as a "masterpiece" for its exploration of the
experiences of Black women in America.



The sonic ecologies of Black music in the early 21st century are complex
and ever-evolving. Black musicians are using sound to challenge the status
quo, create new sonic worlds, and address social and political issues. Their
music is a powerful force for change, and it continues to shape the sound
of our world.

The sonic ecologies of Black music in the early 21st century are a
testament to the power of music to shape and be shaped by the social,
cultural, and political landscapes of the African Diaspora. Black musicians
are using sound to challenge the status quo, create new sonic worlds, and
address social and political issues. Their music is a powerful force for
change, and it continues to shape the sound of our world.
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